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‘It will tell you what Diners actually like as opposed to mere Restaurant Critics’

Richard Vines, Restaurant Critic, Koffmann & Vines
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asparagus and truffle mayonnaise) is to be found
on the menu at this Marylebone venue from

the Athens-based Modern Greek Food Group.
It has a funkier ‘gastrobar’ stablemate, Ino, off
Carnaby Street. / W1U 5QL; www.opso.co.uk;
@opso_london; Mon-Sat 10.15 pm, Sun 9.45 pm;
closed Sun L.

THE ORANGE
SW1 £84

37 PIMLICO RD 020 7881 9844 6-2D

This “fun” rustic-chic pub/hotel/events space
1s 2 magnet for an “attractive crowd” on the
Pimlico-Chelsea border, and serves a “varied
range” of food, from wood-fired pizza in the
bar to more formal meals in the dining room
upstairs. / SWIW 8NE; www.theorange.co.uk;
@theorangepublichouse; Mon-Sat 10 pm, Sun
9.30 pm.
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ORANGE PEKOE
SW13 £40 KEAO

3 WHITE HART LN 020 8876 6070 11-1A

“A neighbourhood treasure”, this well-run
tea shop near the river in Barnes serves
“every kind of tea possible”, plus “super
cakes and sandwiches”. It’s “highly sought-
after” for its afternoon teas — “you’ll need to
book for a cuppa and a slice of cake at busy
times”. More substantial meals for brunch/
lunch can be “disappointing”. / SW13 0PX;
www.orangepekoeteas.com; @orangepekoeteas;
Mon-Sun 5 pm; closed Mon-Sun D.
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‘overlooking the curvature of Regent Street’. /
WIW 4DY; www.hotelcaferoyal.com/ alexdilling;
@hotelcaferoyal; Fri & Sat 8 pm, Sun 4 pm.

ALEXANDRIE W8 £74

38C KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET
020 7937 2244 6-1A

This “impressive Kensington gem” serves
“traditional Egyptian dishes with a sophisticated
French influence” — “hopefully it will find

more fans post-pandemic”. Top Menu Tip

— “mehalabya (Egyptian milk pudding) is a
delicious way to end the meal”. / W8 4BX:
@alexandrie_kensington; Wed-Sat 10 pm, Sun 9.30
pm; closed Wed-Fri L, closed Mon & Tue.
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THE ALFRED TENNYSON PUB
BELGRAVIA SW1 £75

10 MOTCOMB STREET
020 7730 6074 6-1D

This smartly kitted-out pub with a “nice
outdoor terrace” on a cobbled Belgravia street
has a “short, simple and well-executed menu”,
providing “Sunday roast and fish ’n’ chips of
quality”. / SW1X 8LA; thealfredtennyson.co.uk;
@cubitthouse; Mon-Sat 10 pm, Sun 9.30 pm.

AL| BABA NW1 £32
32 IVOR PL 020 7723 5805 2-1A

“A family Egyptian with unique character” —
this unchanging venture (est 1970) occupies

a room behind a takeaway, near the top of
Baker Street. The affordable dishes are highly
authentic, as is the no-frills vibe. Unlicensed
so BYO. / NWI1 6DA; alibabarestaurant.co.uk;
@alibabarestaurantlondon; Mon-Sun 10 pm; cash
only; booking online only.

ALLEGRA E20 £63

THE STRATFORD, 20-22 INTERNATIONAL
WAY 020 3973 0545 14-1D

With a chef (Patrick Powell) from the Chiltern
Firehouse and an interior by the design team
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It briefly traded as The Commander and then m iﬁ;lzv?gd:
Pomona’s (both RIP), but this attractive N ottng | non: booking _
Hill tavern (nowadays part of the upscale ’

Cubitt House group) returned in February
2022 to being essentially the same pub it had PRUFROC(
been since the late 1800s. Despite punchy EC1

prices, reports are upbeat on its posh-for-a-pub
menu, which includes a selection of oysters

23-25 LEATHE

and dishes from the ‘Raw Bar’. / W2 5AH: “Great coffec”
www.cubitthouse.co.uk/ the-princess-royal; limited-e dltlron
@cubitthouse; Mon-Sat 11.30 pm, Sun 11 pm. known brew stc
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W12 £52 pm; closed Mon-
217 UXBRIDGE ROAD 020 8749 4466 8-1B

This “beautifully restored, nearly 200-years-old PUNJAB V
8 palace” on the Uxbridge Road was named  gg NEAL ST 0
aL1ts 1829 launch after the 10-year-old princess
i Wenton to reign as Queen Victoria. These
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“Best brunch in London!” is an oft-repeated
claim for Aussie celeb chef Bill Granger’s chain
of “pleasant light and airy” spaces, which its
army of fans see as “perfect breakfast venues,
with great food, strong coffee, and a buzzy
atmosphere”. The “varied” menu has the
“Antipodean slant” you’d expect, but arguably
“the food doesn’t quite live up to its style” and
“it pays to be adventurous with your ordering:
be bold and try something new! — the safe
options are very... safe”. In August 2022, the
group adds a fifth Marylebone site in what
older readers will remember as ‘Maison Sagne’.
/ grangerandco.com; grangerandco.

THE GRAZING GOAT
W1 £83

6 NEW QUEBEC ST 020 7724 7243 2-2A

Promising ‘layers of country pub’ on its
website, this popular pub/restaurant (also

with rooms) is tucked away in a Marylebone
townhouse. Part of the posh Cubitt House
group, it offers “decent upmarket pub fare
with reliable cooking and service” in a buzzing
setting, / WIH 7RQ); www.thegrazinggoat.co.uk;
@cubitthouse; Mon-Sat 9 pm, Sun 8 pm.

GREAT NEPALESE
NW1 £42
48 EVERSHOLT ST 020 7388 6737 9_3¢

Time to kill near Euston station? Grab a
bite at this “long standing, quality local” — 5
sweet-looking, little curry house (est 1982)
still proudly displaying its Fay Maschler
review from shortly after it opened, “J¢ always
delivers good dishes™ — Nepalese specials are
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